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Besides including these interesting novelties, Dr. Merrill's paper, 
like Mr. Sennett's, gives copious field notes of habits gathered in 
the course of the author's long experience with the subjects of 
his communication. The list of species reaches the large num- 
ber of 252 ; and yet we understand that none are included which 
did not come under Dr. Merrill's personal observation. This is 
certainly a good showing, though doubtless no one knows better 
than the author himself that still further additions remain to be 
made to it. The large collections upon which the list is based 
were sent to the Smithsonian from time to time, and there care- 
fully examined by Mr. Ridgvvay, upon whose authority the 
identifications rest. The same ornithologist has added much 
to the value of the paper by his critical commentary, and 
his insertion of extensive synonymatic lists and descriptions of 
the species new to our fauna or otherwise specially noteworthy. 
The evident care with which he has made his determinations 
causes us to regret the more our difference of opinion respecting 
the identification of the Mexican Myiarcluis, which we had before 
satisfied ourselves to be crythrocercns of Sclater and Salvin, and a 
geographical race of crinitiis. It seems to us useless to attempt 
to do anything with so doubtful a bird as cooperi oi Kaup ; and 
we must adhere to our previous decision. The hummers before 
announced as Antazilia cerviniventris and PyrrhophcBna riefferi are 
renamed respectively A. yucatanensis and A.fuscicaudata. The 
paper is further enriched by various oological notes contributed 
by Dr. Brewer, who appears to have examined the very large 
number of eggs collected by Dr. Merrill, and who has also given 
that slight sketch of the geographical distribution of Podiceps 
dominiais, to which we have already alluded. It is accompanied 
also by three of Mr. Ridgway's plates, so excellent in details of 
external form, representing Parra gymnostoma, JEchinoptila albi- 
frons, Nyctidromiis albicollis and several species of Caprimulgns. 
Under such circumstances, both of authorship and editorship, it 
is not surprising that the paper forms one of the most notable 
contributions ever made to Texan ornithology, being, as such, 
quite worthy to rank with those of Sennett and Henshaw.-* — E. C. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — On the apical and oral Systems of the Echin- 
odermata. By P. Herbert Carpenter. Part II. (Reprinted from the Quarterly 
Journal of Microscopical Science, xix, new series.) 8vo, pp. 31. 

The Geology of the Diamantiferous Region of the Province of Parana, Brazil. 
By Orville A. Derby. (EngUsh version.) (Read before the American Philosophi- 
cal Society, May 16, 1879.) 8vo, pp. 8. 

' See also Mr. Brewster's review of the same paper, in the Nuttall Bulletin for 
January, 1879, pp. 50-52. A private note from Dr. Merrill informs us of a lew typo- 
graphical oversights which may be here noted. Page 128 Enibemagra rufivir- 
gata ; p. 138 Myiarchus erythrocercus; p. 134 Sturnellainexicana should all be aster- 
isked, and p. 133 Sturnella magna should not be thus marked. Page 131 insert 
initials " R. R." after "habitat;" p. 156 ditto after "measurements." Page 164 
under Herodias egre/ta, the reference to " the preceding species " means Plegadis 
guaruuna not Ardea herodias. 
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